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Philadelphia , January  25,  1843. 


Right  Reverend  Sir, 

The  undersigned,  members  of  St.  John’s  Church,  respectfully  re- 
quest, for  publication,  a copy  of  the  Discourse  delivered  by  you  in 
the  Cathedral,  on  Sunday  morning  last,  the  22d  inst. 

At  the  present  time,  when  our  Holy  Religion  is  traduced  by  mis- 
guided men,  it  appears  to  us  that  the  publication  of  a Discourse  so 
full  of  the  Charity  of  Christ,  may  be  of  great  utility;  although 
aware  it  was  intended  merely  for  the  members  of  your  own  Com- 
munion, we  think,  that  if  made  more  public,  it  may  perhaps  serve 
to  allay  the  unkind  feelings  which  many,  through  ignorance  of  our 
faith,  indulge  in. 

Robt.  Ewing, 

Jos.  G.  Nancrede, 
Francis  Cooper, 

Robt.  F.  Walsh, 

Chas.  A.  Repplier, 
Frederick  S.  Eckard. 

To  the  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Kenrick, 

Bishop  of  Philadelphia. 


To  Messrs.  Robert  Ewing,  Jos.  G.  Nancrede,  Francis  Cooper, 
Robert  F.  Walsh,  Chas.  A.  Repplier,  Frederick  S.  Eckard. 

Gentlemen, 

The  Discourse,  for  a copy  of  which  you  have  thought  proper 
to  apply,  was  the  momentary  expression  of  my  feelings.  In 
compliance  with  your  wishes,  I have  put  on  paper  what  I believe 
you  will  recognise  to  be  the  substance  of  my  Address.  In  the 
hope  that  it  may  serve  to  diffuse  kind  and  charitable  feelings  among 
the  community  at  large,  I have  yielded,  without  hesitation,  to  your 
request,  being  happy  in  this  opportunity  of  testifying  my  high  re- 
gard for  you  personally. 

Your  Obedient  Servant  in  Christ, 

f FRANCIS  PATRICK, 

Bishop  of  Philadelphia. 


Philadelphia,  January  26,  1843. 


SERMON 


ON 

CHARITY  TOWARDS  ENEMIES. 


“To  no  man  rendering  evil  for  evil.” — Rom.  xii,  17. 


It  is  our  duty,  beloved  brethren,  not  merely  to  an- 
nounce the  sublime  mysteries  of  Revelation,  which 
must  be  believed,  but  likewise  to  inculcate  the  practice 
of  every  virtue.  Among  the  practical  duties  of  the 
Christian,  the  patient  endurance  of  injuries  is  one  of 
the  most  difficult,  and  which  serves  to  show  forth, 
most  clearly,  the  divine  origin  of  our  Religion.  The 
Apostle,  addressing  the  Christians  at  Rome,  living 
among  their  heathen  fellow-citizens,  exhorted  them  to 
cultivate  peace,  and  practise  every  social  duty  towards 
all;  and,  as  far  as  depended  on  them,  both  individu- 
ally and  collectively,  to  preserve  the  social  relations 
with  all,  by  the  practice  of  every  kind  office:  “If  it 
be  possible,  as  much  as  in  you,  having  peace  with  all 
men.”  He  urged  them  to  this  line  of  conduct,  not 
from  a principle  of  mere  expediency,  but  with  a view 
to  please  God,  whose  will  it  is,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
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to  promote  his  glory  among  men,  that  the  unbelievers 
themselves  might  know  and  feel  the  blessed  influen- 
ces of  religion:  “Providing  good  things,  not  only  in 
the  sight  of  God,  but,  also,  in  the  sight  of  all  men.” 
In  the  spirit  of  the  Apostle  I this  day  address  you, 
brethren,  to  point  out  the  course  which  you  should 
pursue,  severally,  towards  individuals  who  may  assume 
a hostile  attitude  in  your  regard ; and,  as  a body,  to- 
wards all  men,  even  the  declared  enemies  of  the  faith: 
“To  no  man  rendering  evil  for  evil.”  “ Be  not  over- 
come  by  evil,  but  overcome  evil  by  good.”* 

The  first  obligation  of  the  Christian,  is  not  to  render 
evil  for  evil.  One  of  the  strongest  feelings  of  nature  is 
the  desire  of  revenge.  When  an  injury  has  been  inflict- 
ed, our  heart  burns  to  retaliate;  our  self-love  suggests, 
that  impunity  will  embolden  the  aggressor  to  new  and 
more  wanton  assaults ; and  that  self-respect  demands 
the  vindication  of  our  rights.  A sense  of  what  we 
owe  to  society  strengthens  this  first  impulse,  and  we 
flatter  ourselves  that  the  public  interest  requires  that 
we  should  punish  the  delinquent.  Yet  the  voice  of 
religion  forbids  the  least  indulgence  of  revenge:  “Not 
revenging  yourselves,  my  dearly  beloved,  but  give  place 
unto  wrath,  for  it  is  written:  '•Revenge  to  me;  I will  re- 
pay, saith  the  Lord.''  ”t  In  no  case  is  revenge  allowed 
to  man, — the  public  authority  exercising,  in  this  re- 
spect, divine  justice — the  magistrate,  as  minister  of 
God,  bearing  the  sword  not  in  vain,  may  punish  offend- 
ers : for  the  earthly  tribunal  is  the  representative  and 
depository  of  divine  power,  for  the  maintenance  of 


* Rom.  xii,  21. 


f Ibidem,  19. 
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social  order:  but  in  no  case  can  an  individual  usurp 
this  authority.  Aggression  may  be  resisted;  but  the 
wrong  being  once  perpetrated,  the  arm  of  the  sufferer 
is  arrested,  and  the  right  of  punishment  reserved  to 
God,  or  to  those  who,  by  the  wise  ordinance  of  his 
providence,  exhibit  on  earth  the  faint  image  of  his 
avenging  justice.  Lest  crime  should  follow  crime,  and 
blood  flow  at  the  instinct  of  passion,  even  he  whose 
hands  were  stained  with  the  blood  of  a brother, 
was  not  abandoned  to  the  vengeance  of  the  assassin. 
When  it  is  necessary,  or  allowable,  to  seek  the  punish- 
ment of  crime  at  the  hands  of  the  public  officer,  we 
are  strictly  bound,  by  the  Christian  law,  to  pardon, 
from  our  heart,  the  offender.  Difficult,  as  it  undoubt- 
edly is,  to  divest  ourselves  of  personal  feeling  and 
vindictive  sentiments,  in  prosecuting,  before  the  public 
tribunals,  injuries  inflicted  on  us,  the  duty  is  clear,  and 
the  penalty  of  failure  in  compliance  with  it  is  the 
rigorous  execution  of  divine  justice  on  ourselves. 
From  our  hearts  we  must  pardon  our  enemies.  How 
can  this  be?  By  the  grace  of  Jesus  Christ;  by  con- 
sidering who  it  is  that  gives  the  command,  and  the 
claims  He  has  on  our  obedience;  by  contemplating 
Him  praying  for  his  persecutors,  as  they  passed  by 
his  cross,  mocking  him  in  death.  We  might  be  ready 
to  pardon  a penitent  enemy:  we  might  accept,  with 
condescending  kindness,  the  first  expression  of  regret 
for  the  offence : we  might  pardon  him,  in  the  confidence 
that  our  generosity  would  ensure  his  future  good  beha- 
viour:— Brethren,  this  is  not  enough: — Look  to  the 
model  presented  to  you  on  the  mountain: — Raise  your 
eyes  to  the  bleeding  victim  of  Calvary:  “Father,  for- 
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give  them,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do.”  We 
must  pardon  them,  even  whilst  they  continue  to  insult 
us;  we  must  forgive,  even  in  the  certain  anticipa- 
tion of  new  injuries.  Every  instinct  of  revenge 
must  be  restrained  by  the  controlling  power  of  religion, 
and  we  must  totally  abstain  even  from  all  desire  of 
vengeance. 

Is  this,  beloved  brethren,  the  whole  of  our  duty? 
The  Christian  law  enjoins  on  us  to  return  injuries  by 
acts  of  kindness;  and  to  oppose  to  the  perversity  of 
our  enemies,  active  and  efficient  beneficence.  “ Be  not 
overcome  by  evil,  but  overcome  evil  by  good.”  This 
is  particularly  obligatory  in  circumstances  wherein  our 
enemy  especially  needs  our  assistance.  It  is  the  per- 
fection of  charity  cheerfully  to  bestow  favors  on  ene- 
mies, even  when  they  do  not  need  them,  and  to  labor 
to  subdue  their  hostile  feelings  by  unsolicited  kind  offi- 
ces. The  perfect  Christian  rejoices  at  an  occasion 
presented  to  him  of  rendering  a service  to  one  who 
has  maliciously  injured  him;  and  even  when  he  is  per- 
suaded that  no  gratitude  will  ever  be  felt,  or  manifested, 
and  the  kind  act  will  entirely  escape  observation, 
he  does  it  cheerfully,  to  please  God,  and  imitate  his 
universal  beneficence.  But  every  one  is  strictly  bound 
to  perform  those  acts  of  mercy  whereof  the  enemy 
may  stand  in  absolute  need.  “ If  thy  enemy  be  hungry, 
give  him  to  eat ; if  he  thirst,  give  him  drink.”*  In  the 
hour  of  his  necessity,  his  injuries  must  be  forgotten; 
or  remembered  only  to  give  a more  elevated  motive  to 
our  beneficence  than  the  mere  relief  of  suffering  hu- 


* Rom.  xii,  20. 
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manity.  Although  he  has  injured  you,  he  is  a crea- 
ture of  God,  stamped  with  the  image  of  his  Creator; 
he  has  been  ransomed  by  the  precious  blood  of  Christ; 
he  is  a fellow-man,  a brother,  an  aspirant  after  the 
glory  of  heaven.  You  are  bound  to  love  him,  not  for 
his  own  qualities,  but  because  God,  to  whom  you  owe 
obedience  and  love,  commands  you  to  love  him,  as 
bearing  the  divine  image ; you  must  love  him,  because 
Jesus  Christ  has  loved  him,  and  has  delivered  Himself 
up  for  him.  You  owe  him  sympathy  in  suffering,  and 
relief  in  distress.  But  this  is  more  than  nature  can 
endure.  What!  not  only  to  pardon,  but  to  benefit; 
not  merely  to  abstain  from  retaliation,  but  to  confer 
favors.  Yes,  brethren;  has  God  limited  his  pardon  to 
you  to  the  mere  removal  of  the  penalties  of  your  sins? 
Has  he  not  multiplied  his  gifts  to  win  your  love,  and 
bind  you  with  new  ties  of  grateful  affection  to  his  ser- 
vice?— But  you  must,  at  least,  make  your  enemy  sensi- 
ble of  his  past  injustice;  you  must  require  of  him  some 
humiliation,  some  expression  of  regret ; you  must  make 
him  feel  how  much  he  is  at  your  mercy.  There  is  no 
such  condition  put  by  your  Divine  Master  to  the  exer- 
cise of  charity.  The  inspired  Apostle  only  refers  to  the 
want  which  the  enemy  suffers,  and  tells  you  to  relieve 
it.  But  if  you  wish  to  triumph  over  your  prostrate 
foe,  you  still  may  be  gratified.  Relieve  him  freely, 
unconditionally,  generously,  and  his  heart  will  be 
touched — his  hostility  will  yield  to  your  kindness— -a 
feeling  of  gratitude  will  force  itself  upon  him — a flame 
of  charity  will  be  lighted  up  in  his  heart,  and  he  will 
weep  for  having  been  unjust  to  one  so  generous  and 
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so  charitable:  “Doing  this  thou  shalt  heap  coals  of 
fire  upon  his  head.”* 

Brethren,  these  duties  of  charity  are  to  be  performed 
not  only  to  your  personal  enemies,  but  to  the  declared 
enemies  of  Religion.  Some  will  say: — I can  forgive 
all,  provided  my  religion  be  not  touched : but  I cannot 
master  my  feelings  when  its  ministers  are  slandered, 
its  tenets  caricatured,  its  mysteries  blasphemed.  Who 
can  bear  to  listen  to  the  impious  assailant  of  the 
Church  of  Christ?  O!  brethren,  you  know  not  of 
what  spirit  you  are — you  know  not  the  meek,  patient, 
kind  spirit  of  your  Divine  Master:  “Love  your  ene- 
mies ; do  good  to  them  that  hate  you ; bless  them  that 
curse  you ; and  pray  for  them  that  persecute  and  ca- 
lumniate you.”t  In  these  exciting  times,  when  so 
formidable  an  array  is  made  against  the  Church,  I 
deem  it  particularly  necessary  to  inculcate  these  divine 
maxims.  It  might  appear  that  a combination,  like  that 
which  has  just  been  formed,  calls  for  some  correspond- 
ing effort.  The  imputations  cast  upon  us  of  holding 
sanguinary  principles,  might  prompt  us  to  deal  in  re- 
crimination. But  God  forbid  that  we  should  trust  in 
the  arm  of  flesh,  and  use  weapons  like  those  employed 
against  us ! Whatever  may  come,  let  us  be  true  to 
the  divine  principles  of  our  Holy  Faith,  and  the  ulti- 
mate triumph  of  Religion  is  secure.  If  these  deluded 
men  can  succeed  in  disturbing  the  peace  of  society, 
by  their  combined  attack  on  their  unoffending  fellow- 
citizens,  worshipping  God  according  to  the  dictates  of 


* Rom.  xii,  20. 


f Matt,  v,  44. 
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their  conscience,  let  no  portion  of  the  blame  rest  with 
us.  Resist  them,  not  by  unveiling  their  designs,  but 
by  the  practice  of  meekness,  patience,  and  unbounded 
charity.  You  must  forgive  even  the  midnight  incen- 
diary who  applies  the  torch  to  the  unprotected  man- 
sion of  meek  virgins; — you  must  pardon  even  the 
assassin  who  fancies  he  renders  God  service  when  he 
points  the  poniard  at  your  breast; — you  must  pardon 
the  wild  enthusiast — the  wanton  calumniator — the 
bold  aggressor — and,  even  in  the  face  of  an  enemy, 
recognise  a brother. 

Our  divine  faith  has  nothing  to  fear; — our  holy 
Church  will  ride  triumphant  on  the  billows  by  which 
she  is  threatened  to  be  overwhelmed.  If  you,  brethren, 
be  tranquil,  patient,  charitable,  all  is  safe.  Exercise 
an  untiring  patience,  an  active  and  constant  love 
towards  all,  not  excepting  the  most  ardent  enemies  of 
Religion.  In  all  the  relations  of  life,  be  forbearing, 
be  kind,  be  beneficent.  Care  not  so  much  to  repel 
the  charges  made  against  our  faith  by  arguments,  as 
by  multiplied  acts  of  kindness  and  charity.  If  the 
enemy  of  Religion  be  hungry,  give  him  to  eat;  if  he 
be  thirsty,  give  him  drink.  Practise  charity  towards 
all,  without  distinction  of  sect ; seize  eagerly  on  every 
opportunity  of  doing  good  to  all:  “If  it  be  possible, 
as  much  as  is  in  you,  have  peace  w ith  all  men.”  Should 
the  delusion  of  others,  acting  under  the  influence  of 
zeal,  not  according  to  knowledge,  render  this  impossi- 
ble, still  render  not  evil  for  evil,  but  overcome  evil  by 
good.  Whilst  they  may  fancy  they  do  God  and  the 
country  service  in  pointing  you  out  as  enemies  to  the 
Constitution  and  Laws,  do  you  sustain  the  character 
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of  peaceable  and  good  citizens.  Let  your  study  be  to 
cherish  purity  of  morals;  to  worship  God  in  spirit  and 
in  truth;  and  to  pray  earnestly  and  perseveringly  for 
the  enemies  of  the  faith.  If  such  be  your  conduct,  I 
do  not  despair  of  seeing  the  modern  Sauls  subdued  by 
the  power  of  grace,  and  changed  into  Heralds  of  the 
Cross.  Pray  for  them  incessantly:  “Father,  forgive 
them,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do.” 
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